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Ten Years of Project Funding by CFO
William H. Kaempfer

Least Tern, Long-eared Owl, Lark Bunting, and Loggerhead 
Shrike not only alliterate, they are also among the species that have 
been studied under Project Fund grants made by Colorado Field Or-
nithologists. The CFO Project Fund is set up for projects that will 
have a lasting benefit to Colorado birds and the habitats upon which 
they rely. Since the first project was funded more than ten years ago, 
CFO has allocated over $21,000 to 25 projects, including three two-
year grants.

Along with the “L” birds noted above, projects have been funded 
to study Mountain and Piping Plovers, Boreal and Flammulated Owls, 
Three-toed Woodpecker, Gunnison Sage-Grouse, and Black Swift. 

CFO-FUNDED RESEARCH
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But projects cover more than just these Colorado “showcase” species: 
American Robin and Yellow Warbler research has been funded, as 
well as winter raptor and hummingbird studies. And over $6,000 has 
been granted to seven projects with a focus on a habitat rather than 
a single species. 

All applications to the CFO Project Fund go through a review 
process. Currently, three individuals read all of the proposals and sub-
mit evaluations. The evaluators are all Ph.D.s or doctoral students 
themselves and have experience in evaluating projects. The evalu-
ations are summarized and presented to the CFO Board of Directors 
for a final funding decision. Whether they are successful in the fund-
ing process or not, applicants receive feedback generated through the 
review process. In the past two years, five projects have received some 
funding out of a total of nine applications.

Projects have been undertaken by individuals, organizations, and 
individuals on behalf of organizations. One odd fact about our proj-
ects is that while at the beginning many of the projects were grants to 
graduate students at the University of Colorado and Colorado State 
University, we have not had any applications from these institutions 
recently.

One requirement made of Project Fund investigators is that they 
report back on their findings, as CFO wants to allow its members the 
opportunity to read about or hear about the outcomes of the work 
that they have funded. Table 1 provides a partial list of the results of 
these studies that have been published or presented to date.

The goal of the CFO Project Fund is a lasting benefit to Colorado 
birds and habitats, and members’ support of the Project Fund has 
added to our understanding of birds in Colorado in meaningful ways. 
The Board would like to extend its thanks to members and donors for 
their valuable contributions.

William H. Kaempfer, William.Kaempfer@colorado.edu

Support the CFO Project Fund
You can make a targeted, tax-deductible donation directly to CFO’s 

Project Fund via PayPal. For more information, visit the website: 
http://www.cfo-link.org/members/join.php.


